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BURIAL OF DE SOTO.
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It is a remarkable
river in this: that in-
stead of widening to-
ward its mouth, it grows
narrower ; grows narrower and deeper. From the junction
of the Ohio to a point half way down to the sea, the width
averages a mile in high water: thence to the sea the width
steadily diminishes, until, at the “ Passes,” above the mouth,
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religion was the passion of their ladies, and the classifying
their offspring into children of full rank and children by
brevet their pastime. In
fact, all around, religion
was in a peculiarly bloom-
ing condition: the
Council of Trent
was being
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“ CLASSIFYING THEIR OFFSPRING.”

called ; the Spanish Inquisition was

roasting, and racking, and burning, with a

free hand; elsewhere on the continent the nations were
being persuaded to holy living by the sword and fire; in
England, Henry VIIL. had suppressed the monasteries, burnt
Fisher and another bishop or two, and was getting his
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But enough of these examples of the mighty stream’s
eccentricities for the present—1 will give a few more of
them further along in the book.

Let us drop the issippi’s physical history, and say
a word about its historical history —so to speak. We can
glance briefly at its
slumbrous first
epoch in a couple
of short chapters;
at its second and
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LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPL.

CHAPTER I

THE RIVER AND ITS HISTORY.

'HE Mississippi is well worth reading about. It is not a
commonpldte river, but on the contrary is in all ways
remarkable. Considering the Missouri its main branch, it is
the longest river in the world — four thousand three hundred

VIEW ON THE RIVER. %

miles. It seems safe to say
that it is also the crookedest river in
the world, since in one part of its jour-
ney it uses up one thousand three hun-
dred miles to cover the same ground that the
crow would fly over in six hundred and seventy-five. It dis-
charges three times as much water as the St. Lawrence,
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CROSSING THE LAKES.





OEBPS/Images/OML003.jpg
SALLE CANOEING.
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