‘“ THE FLIES BUZZED AND BIT UNMOLESTED."
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« Merlin, the mighty liar and magician, perdition singe him for
the weariness he worketh with his one tale! But that men fear him
for that he hath the storms and the lightnings and all the devils that
be in hell at his beck and call, they would have dug his entrails out
these many years ago to get at that tale and squelch it. He telleth
it always in the third person, making = "FH= F=—=—ss=o~y
believe he is too modest too glorify g

himself—maledictions light upon him,
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misfortune be his dole! < b RS A |
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call me for evensong.”

The boy nestled \\==
himself upon my ‘1\\_-_-'
shoulder and pretend-

ed to go to sleep. The
old man began his |
tale; and presently the 7/ ¥ T IHIIHII‘%'I " s
lad was asleep in real- e ®— 3 o —
ity; so also were the ' ' —
dogs, and the court, : _
the lackeys, and the o e

06 & y : = .
files of men-at-arms. SIR ARTHUR TOOK IT UF BY THE HANDLES.
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CHAPTER 1V.

SIR DINADAN THE HUMORIST.

T seemed to me that this quaint lie was most
simply and beautifully told; but then
I had heard it only once, and that
makes a difference; it was pleasant to
\ the others when it was fresh, no doubt.

Sir Dinadan the Humorist was the first to awake, and
he soon roused the rest with a practical joke of a suffi-
ciently poor quality. He tied some
metal mugs to a dog's tail and turned
him loose, and he tore around and
around the place in a frenzy of fright,
with all the other dogs bellowing after
him and battering and crashing against
everything that came in their way and
making altogether a chaos of confusion
and a most deafening din and turmoil;
at which every man and woman of the
/. multitude laughed till the tears flowed,
“/ and some fell out of their chairs and
wallowed on the floor in ecstasy. It
i _ > was just like so many children. 5ir
ZRUE " Dinadan was so proud of his exploit

that he could not keep from telling over and over again, to weariness,
how the immortal idea happened to occur to him; and as is the way
with humorists of his breed, he was still laughing at it after every-
body else had got through. He was so set up that he conclud-
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54 SIR DINADAN THE HUMORIST:

ed to make a : speech—of course a humorous speech. I think
S X d
I never heard q so many old played-out jokes strung together

inmy life. He 4~  was worse than the minstrels, worse than the

clown in the circus. It seemed peculiarly sad to sit here,

thirteen hun- dred years before I was born and listen again
worm-eaten jokes that had given me the dry
was a boy thirteen hundred years afterwards.
vinced me that there isn't any such
new joke possible. Everybody
these antiquities—but then they

to poor, flat,
gripes when I
It about con-
thing as a
laughed at
zilwa-ys do; I had no- ticed that, centuries later. How-
ever, of course the scoffer didn't laugh—1I mean the
boy. No, he scoffed;
thing he wouldn’t scoff

most of Sir

there wasn’t any-
He said the
Dinadan's

at,

____ rotten and

it

" Wwere petri-

“petrified”
was good; as I believed, myself, that the
only right way to classify the majestic
ages of some of those jokes was by geo-
logic periods. But that neat idea hit the
boy in a blank
place, for geol-
ogy hadn't
been invented
yet. However,

jokes were
the rest
fied. I said

THE PRACTICAL JOKER'S JOKE.
I made a note of the remark, and calculated to educate the
commonwealth up to it if I pulled through. It is no use to
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P OG HDQ RIW W HIHP DN DD GDBX OMG\R HG XOR\W HR AP R QHDON
X SRIWI , S XBBW R X J KWVQ K MVR\W R ZDJ R RIEQ IZ D P HHY
E FX M WHPDUN WAQWAS H MY

1R Z6lU. D DR MDD & BIWRILHX R G VLK URUP LOZ W P HIR
IXD WDV WHR WPHRHDWIR XV G GL WhD RO KRZAKE
HOR X 1AW PH LQ D IDU @Y GR | E [E ODQ VZK RO ZR M W HVP H
UGHX R X YIDE W B GG 2DJ DE W BZD/DZRNR IH) K QR VIO
LONY GSMR P DN B HZ HDOUHUMHREX HIR PK XV \K X BQK D G VR ZY k
K HOGQ XDHGWW HR BHR MY HHQ K DRHD BAS D HJ 0D & GN @GP\
W UM-ON Q K\MAMQDW HHK R MIE BB DQ GEN BP HS R QUNS 0Q P\
QHLQR G BW BYR VDD J BFX IR WV D/, ZD/P L) K BVH K E WG \R W |
ZR Q GIA GG RLDAR QR W HNQ JDQ G HR XA+ H\S R NRHP HDODW |
WP H QW HEOD GAWZD DV3WY SR G R XYDQ WDQ GW YK RIE k
W\WR ZUQ JPR QM” DD GWY W N 8 DD GER QGHP DQG MR QU
RJHU DQ GY HE R GR R KD DDW VE RMOW H) Y MAZD DD ® Wk
\P LOG RUVHHP H5\R Q REWN DI HHZ DV DD \G\EUS Q F E MZHDW M-
Z DAMUHG B DD G H +H \OG W IO W LQ R HAS HIR PKP |
\S DD JORW HR R DWHERK X GHGRY BNK 1L KDADMQ HE R X @ &
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PRWR IP\ ERY DQ GK B \ZRMPH\R [5 SIH DAS WK XIUFR XWR
VHONY A +HHD G3iE \FR Q BGD P HRGHDAD R R@K H \WDQ G Dv
\R QMBI FR QHE) ECE R XWW DK MR S SWR\ Y QE R WK H) PHG W |
G M

, ZD/1QDG\P DOWBME \W VWP H LQ GHBl, ZDVK DG\OHD RIXIQP\
W KR GRNH W HX R IDGS XM DAS X QX D/WRKRZ KO
EWME HN@G W HS RAE @V R I\W HNE@Q JE KD JG R YHE BA \R
E X MR W HD K DRV WP\ FAR KW $Q GHAMZ DVQ K'Y E XY
REQD \XWR I IUWHDG RIDV® SK R SGID , ZD/ VIQ HD R X W
Q REAMAY G YRIO\R Z W P DD \R WY HMP VX M5 LOW HP R WP DMUR |
ICAAZD E \W ] WDADAP E D HR W HLYADG HY/DQ G OGP HLQW |
@Q G R2GO K BPDG HD&R A K HEXK



56 SIR DINADAN THE HUMORIST,

ladies and gentlemen in the land would have ﬂ:—-f.? o
made a Comanche blush. Indelicacy is too mild % \—I o=

a term to convey the idea. However, I had read ,
“Tom Jones,” and “ Roderick Random,” and |
other books of that kind, and knew that the
highest and first ladies and gentlemen in Eng-
land had remained little or no cleaner
in their talk, and in the morals and
conduct which such talk implies, clear
up to a hundred years ago; in fact clear
into our own nineteenth century—in
which century, broadly speaking, the
carliest samples of the real lady and
real gentleman dis-
coverable in English
history—or in Eure-
pean history, for that
matter—may be said
to have made their
appearance. Suppose
Sir Walter, instead of
putting the conversa- |
tions into the mouths
of his characters, had
allowed the charac-
ters to speak for
themselves? We
should have had talk
from Rachel and Ivan-
hoe and the soft lady A

Rowena which would “QUEEN GUENEVER WAS AS NAIVELY INTERESTED AS THE REST.”
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SHHD AR PLQ GQIR X J K RD RQAR/ QAL

7KH ZHH \R WR X EXIE R XPW HD K QB FGR KW W DAK H Z HJ-
P LJ KWy UHDHY B DA@WZ K BRG0 HOD\Z HS W HGILLEX W 7D IR
W H ZLWDFR PR QHQ MK Q W-HDIN BWW A ZK \W HZHH\RG X230
ZK\GE QWR FX \RW R \RVISPH ,QK D DP LQ YW D/DVQ B 8Dv
DSIR M QJ¥Q & BUGBURWQ IR W, ZD/W HR @ EP E DIDAMC
SHR QM HH (Y HER G\EX WGP H DD GGMD/X QRFQHD &\ODVLl
K BE HODFE EJH4 X HO* X B W HZD/D/Q IY B LQMWANG DV HIAXA
DD GOG\K KK BQ WHVHHD OQ E R @WK GF VW VAN HP 1O HE IR M |,V
ZD/WHR Q ® BSIBH) WJ RMW WD/ DR FSIB HQ W

)IQ@ , ZDVAUWHGRI QR BGERIR QDD G\ S HR X KRKWM LG
DD K\ , ZD/\K R GKDRDG DI ® DR ZFAHDIQODG X QRIGE LW \R R-
\FDQ WP Q QWIR IGQ QMR HPRG\WWIY IR DE B D) ® RD ® IDN
IRURFS D\
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CHAPTER V



CHAFPTER V.

AN INSPIRATION.

WAS so tired that even my fears were
f{:fﬁ" not able to keep me awake long.
When I next came to myself, I
seemed to have been asleep a very
long time. My first thought was,
“Well, what an astonishing dream
I've had! I reckon I've waked
only just in time to keep from be-
ing hanged or drowned or burned,
or something. . . . Tl nap
again till the whistle blows, and
then I'll go down to the arms fac-
tory and have it out with Hercules.”
But just then I heard the harsh
music of rusty chains and bolts, a
light flashed in my eyes, and that
~ butterfly, Clarence, stood before
me! I gas'ped with surprise; my
breath almost got away from me.
“What!” I said, “you here
yet? Go along with the rest of the
dream! scatter!”
s But he only laughed, in his
hght-—hearted way, and fell to making fun of my sorry plight.
“All right,” I said resignedly, ““let the dream go on; I'm in no
hurry.”
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EMD PH, P QW

, @X J IGW HR @ G0 UHUAK Q JOX J KK BK BIR BR AHWP H DD
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““Merlin, in his malice, has woven a spell about this dungeon, and
there bides not the man in these kingdoms that would be desperate
enough to essay to cross its lines with you! Now Ged pity me, I have
told it! Ah, be kind to me,
be merciful to a poor boy who

means thee well; for an thou
betray me 1 am lost!"”

I laughed the only really
refreshing laugh 1 ;
had had for some
time; and shouted—-

““Merlin has
wrought a spell!
Merlin, forsooth!
That cheap old
humbug, that maun-
dering old ass?
Bosh, pure bosh, the
silliest bosh in the
world! Why, it does
seem to me that of all
the childish, idiotic,
chuckle-headed,chick- ““ OH, BEWARE! THESE ARE AWFUL WORDS! "

en-livered superstitions that ev—oh, damn Merlin!”

1R 2 YADD BIH KEWR Q Y HP HDJ R RG BIDQ GHAP H\RW Q ML
1 HY HE R GER XKAHHZ DV\RK R @1 DD GIQ MO DGR 10 HMOW
S HAMD GEP D) E D/&@UHD AZ DV FHYRQ\ODVX SUR B DOAN HPHR X J
\R E BK ZG HQ R X YRR QIWHR FHZD R \BN HIG YQRVHR VX R T
WBMR WQ JV ZHD\R XQVQL) QG RNEB RRSI) KB MG
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37K R X 7K HE R UFR @GDVIMS DQ GDX J KWE HDM 1R W B Q K\
KP DNH\WXGQH XWHDSAVZKEK KHRRR @ZDVYH Y H
UAS AKX O, VR R TR Q RIW W VWO GIMG W DDK X B X GG @
Q H5\RK B HDUS YDAR QOW VDX X P S R SHOR RGDG WR\EN HKR Dy
KYZRG I R XVW/ ,BX B-G

SIYHNQRZMID Y B K XHBGIM Q G 2K H

36BHY B KX Q2’

3' R QUDRAYX SR +HK DGHGEOQ GR AHDLY HY DO W WM-DWP HY
DD GADHBG X Q GBIQE QPHHY N WPH 6PLW -R Q/H5R EJR C
-OAN R Q3HMY +DNQ V0 HMQ 2 DQ B DIDVHY B WPHK HX Q X S |
NQ@HKR IQ(J\SWHHKXQG\HW DR, NQ@HKR 1Q,Q ®LLY |
K X GHG\BDWY/DJ R 2 K VDZ D VE B HQ DR X Q@P\ ZD HY HZK W
, JR K HPIN WP HWHG +HG RV@AR X @RYK XNF\D/DP DJ EDQ N Q R
\R R W HRGFR PR QUAN VE XK\WBIQ M HJ R BAR Q\@ HX GLDW
DD @ WHZL®+HLVZHDHD R K IR W H5 R YQLR2 R Q K).LK WD GDY
W DAR VR W Q J\R XN Q REX VB BUP H K HRX J IQWAR \HAX SR WG
HSHVDQ\D Q RAK HH\W HHYDU-DODWW 1 R Z&R RIIHH &OUHD H
[P JRQ JRMID GR XIUHD GLJ K BIR Q I EUHX Q\ R P XWE HP 1O
, ZDD R XRG R HDIDY R UZDQ WR XRJ MZ R GVR\W HNQ JK I TP T
PDJEDD P\\HI2 DQ G H6X SPH * D G+LI K\ X0 X RCPX N DD
K BGR W HME HDAW VDD G ZDQ WP \RE HP OG MR X Q GAED G B
CP M VI XH® DUDQ JQDOMBIFDDP W K HHW BZ LOP DN K HIX WO LG
W MHUD® VL 6LU. D WS RINANYFDUHGR XYY GQ \K IP ARP H\RP H
: LD\ R X WHADR KWHNQJ RILPH'

7K B R FER X DVIQVX R DWBMWW K HFR YGE 05\ODQ XHUP H ,WZ Dv
SWX @R \VHHDFUDX H\VR WL LHG \RX Q QYHB \RG PIRDI HS 96X W |
SRRVGH HWQ JID R @\ MG K HPDG HPHS R RVHR YUID R 1L
D) IDW B ZRXGUP DQKVIUHD G0 @ WHW QD IDWKP R BDX
DD \HD K QRVOVX S RK@ 7KHOK RN BKYZD R X WA LQ K P \HD
ZIW K KQGERD K DD I8 FDVAN SR Q



SUBHHOOWK YW R X RPVBGWPH KREKHHKV, KNHEH) : KR
WHRYMWHP KHLOZR QHUZK\DJHBDAP DI HDQ@N HP H\WK R &
KYHEBHIJEGDERON KPR \RK B PHJ MR XRMW VY SIBH K FZLOS X
WYDXWRIWH Q GL@YH W/, P DK XX J

, ZRUWHG R YUW DK HGHV EXXQ GIR WQK R XO) GDIG P\ \HD C
JBDAPDQ \K 05Q PH/ P HQIRH %X \WQ @ LR FX UHS\R P HDOR IT
\X G QM DK MHDQR.DY GE QDR QW DWW HQHY HS X WY/ DQ G I
R JW H W IDDIDW HMID WK RHG W DM H GG QW Q RZGVWEUS R F
ZKB KM W 7D/ BVBW K\

o W\R RIYR QIMDAMHMOW VZR @ R I K H R¥R QR MK Q HW
\WRZR W [E R X MR FX UG\RP HW I/ K BP 0G HQ K\WEXQ G HK O
VHQ W HE RR I \RDDWP K VE MY Z W DW DA, LONY ®LRLQ YGHD
FDOP LW DAP\ GIVX H Q R ¥ S R $H@ K FOUH WK H-DG HADQ GLJ AW
DD G LAND JWAIR \Z DAR ZP LLIFGYDHW HY B R Q/E K FIHKX Q [HAR
VH\RXSHR® WH \XS SR, \KRXBHDW®GR QR W VPSSO
6X S SHR WK RGE HDN B\R QPHP\ FODP W' <H/ , KOG P DG H
EXQ G HR X JMAN B HQ YQMG P\ FOOP LW LW : KDAK D, G F
ZK DD, \D \RJ IQDOMBIWP H~ |, ZD/IOWR X HID I LOW K5 H5 M/
NQG BRXEHO

37K HHVDIR RAMB 2 WK HIHFR RQ J ,1 , K BR @ ®X VIDP R R W&
WQN RRQYHRWP WKW

<R XHH WMWZD/W HFIS M ,\WIP HIQR\P\ P1Q GQ\W HOMR WP H
KR ZRXOFE X R GRW R &R QRIM RAS R S$1C5 D H5 DO HAQS MD/LC
\DY Q JAX FSR GHR QR H\DYD) W DQ GMY P\ K DA , FR)GS D LV
P\\HD Q R 70 GWZR >GOQEHDQ \SD DWW HW H E AX M, \K R
JMAMD QU DWR REQ/G WK BG RA/RHS B

SOUHDAEPH D X\E GX HBMMG QOGDE
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3, K BIMG\M HP HAD) HR R X@H HK HN Q JDQ GRIL] KAR KHK BPH
WRKVYSHBHO A +HZD/IW KAFHY BVRW HP DUR ZDQ @D/PLQ GHR
JY HRGHIR WR X1 WD WWOIDJ 1P HD VIZQ GK X R XE HFAR KB LQ 11Q
WP HD \BQ GR G GIBV E HWHG R QYR J BLDNVE X W B FOPH O HOQ D)
\S RBG DD IR WK HS X B @ \W HNQ JW DA R XOH P0G DD GN Q RQ@F
ZKHRI\RX\S BN D GOG \ R X W HDMY E X IR R\R QM 0D AGK
YBRQJ 7KH G\E X/@R Q E X @ W HD GO HOD \FRILQ J\OG
U KHHR MK K H) RWDHBK YE DY HDOP W' 9HI® IWVE FIX MK |
FOD Q M YW V\MX VG GLODP R WX G QR WFR MK HNQ JAP R XKVIQ
K HR >GR IHJQ B J KR Q\WH DU X PD VI GR UHX FID \BD GX ORK
R G RR XN HSER XMK K H HAS D HM \ R XR FR Q&/HK V'S K5 @ HE
FDH D/ Q ROWK R Z¥ HP DAMUMER G BD G) PHW HDOP M2 L1 \RE |



\RXK B HGWPLQ @W HQ W HR IMIQ GK HIPHR IW R RQ J 2K
SIWHGE® QRWG@ DMWXRKDWHZHHW G R HBDGUE W |
S HOY \WDAMDDHG \FR IS BV WHIE R X WK E HK R X1V Q IPH W |
FDOP LW *

, DIR ZGMOD ARCFFX PXOMZK @1, J RRY P S HALY B W\R JWM H
DD &K RV DG

3+R ZR Q J YK-DEHD KVX WS KW K RIO

3<HZHHWK XX8ZK B\ BAMG DZD/ZHDS B WWY R M HPRQQ .
QRZ

31R 7K B, K B OB WHD K HHD R X JKQ HOW HPRQQ O R ;
$Q GHMWW\K Y H FRISIPIR ® PLG Q K VBD\WK B WK VIV H W
\NQ{I

3TKH W2\H/~

3$QG B W EEXQWE @ HRPRWR Z© K HE R K X GUEH

3$WZK DK R"X U

3$WKIK QRRQ ~

31RZW B , ZIOWD\ R XK DIR\D ~ , SKMS 0D GWR R B YU I
R ZQ J@G D ZK RHP LQ YWD ZIX OIGQ A W B QDY RH G 15
PHDXH; K D I6ZIW G R R PE BI) DQ GRME \ G P DAFD® J OG €
W WVRP\ FRRMOFIP O ZKEK, G @Y HGLOD/\X HPHDD ® RIED
ZD DN H, GA XK WQJQLP OH *R ED @CHOWHQ JK\ID
W /K R X, LUZ L@ \P RK\H W HZK RIZ R @ LQ W HG BG E N QMR
PIG @ K WZLOE R W X\W/HX QDD & NK DQ W HK Q 1 I W HX W
R WY HOW \K DR VR @ANR 1QJ K B) GOWP W DQ G H5 RS IVR W |
HOW R/ODCP DK @G HGRVKWADMPDD

, K B\RFDUW W HE RR XPV\VHD K HX QUIQRYWX RDFR@B M, K D &
KP R YR KHRGHY ©Q G HZ \Em
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QW FXMID W DD GX HG TN QA WD DAR QR R BB W \X S EPOD
N Q RB J H7K HP HHN Q R@] HR IDICPALYS B E XZK B\ R R RH\R
UD I0H\ R XITAALWEN MR @R RUWY DK HGILHHD AE HDK BUQ .
R IDPOD EHI\BE EGHIRNMHKEW Q GHHD JWG R Q@ KWWMED W )
W HG DI QR W HN Q B J M B, ZDV LQ G BG\OG O JUAR R MR LWHD
GHSHDDGGH HPHOQJDD W HWPH D \R HMNQ JZKEK ZDv
UDI DAR QUE VDK EQE KRXJK PO VD X@E ARG

X \WVDE IBVHGS R WIR @ QDX B\ DDAP H/AN RN MH D/AR R
DP DQVP HFX UK BJ R @/RQR DAHWROQS ROLW HHFR BVDUY XIR ¢
DD & HDAHY +R SY& LD J X SOD GK HIX QW DR QLW IWDQ GK B
K HVIQJ R RV& B HRG RR UM Q JR W R \HD Ll DQ \KAD JFOQE HG R (
. KBP\ D® APH MAPHZLMXN DE R X Q,GOG R P\ \HD \ BP\
HAQS MZR YGE RX HVR\DY HPH DQ @ DN HP H\W HI BDMMP DO LQ W |
NQ J G FERMG Y DD GWIL) KAR P\ PHFXUZHD WSRW HR R W |
\X E IBD ®\ \RIB\WX GBDY DK B , ZD/D/K B S DP DQDV\M HHZ Dv
IQW ZR@ , ZD/HY BIP S BHD VR WRPRIR 2ZRFR A4 , \RZDQKAB\R
J DN HLIQW D) HDAWEX PS KDQ & MK HHQMUR IDODW HD MR YR Q €
DD @ HD A %G YLQDE XQ WZD IWR >GB W HPINQ R PH
N ZHWY

0 HQIRH W HH ZDV RQMQ JZKEK KB JR\8 X\S LORVW |
E BN JRIX QRAP\ PLQ G 7KDAZD/ W HK D FR QFAR QN DZK B W |
QW HR P\ SRS RAADP W \K R @BHIHS RME\R W RHXX SUMIR X
S R $1QWZR YGB B WX R DQH I HAWK YW HZR YXGZ D0 WFR S R R\H
6R E\DQ & \ZK B, K BGIR RME AR RQ JW DI R X ZHOWHDDG\R
PH DD G\OGWP\ \HD 3$V\X HDVDQ \KAD JII/W HR FS R R\VH : HD
I MYV J R R GDW K \WZ LGOS WE X WWIANQWY, P HID VR WD G\
JBXQGGES 8 KOGR LKDW ZRW

7K HG RR©HE QOGRYH PHQDADPV 3 SIHG  KHEG UG
37K HVN HY BOG \ & I’

/K HAMN H 7K HWH) KWWY H) W XRMP H BQ G DP R WHDG R@ , WV
K B5WRJ MR QWHE DK DNX KDWP H WX KX S AR FHLIQRWR WK R D



DD GXK MQJ\EXWRR Y ,IR)COS/EN VIG
30X VWAZ I/ DPLWEN HWK HEHRX MY QV RPR IR Z7
32 GHK R JGI EM) FMRZDG ©\D B WH’

, ZD/RW 7K HZD/Q K BBIR BH , ZDVG HG WX SIHG , K BQ
FRPDD R YUP\\HD , R Q @0Q GHES YSLRHP [E R XAN HR QRIXR\
KYPLO GRW HRGHY\R RIRGR IPH 0D G XBBP HDR QLM W A
R XRMW HHDD GR QW HPOHR IX Q @ R X GRRUG R/UN GLO @
QR HIHFHJ OHR IG D) K B GY KK S SER@ $VZHMM SGOR
W Y BANHD @R MGFR YR M HIDA@!, J R YK R\FIR WX HILDKWN Q ] Y
Z D/ W BN HWED ®LILO W HRHORY DD G BULWWK 5 GG ID) RMIID &
PR Q RQDM R XMG YR MW HR XK MFDAMGP X X GMR MU NE R
DD NR PO MR SLIMILFH W BZ HHURK Z W FRWTK HNQ 10 GX |
T XHD DAMD KV WR Q/HKVHPR WIR (B\EX R XLY XHY WHH R IR XM

7RQ RIMDW V R FX SGE XBWHR Q GK H) HAWHR Q &IUH) AK B
\@S SR P\R IS BHR IFRQ FOP H) ) @ DV'S R MQUIQ BV IQR\P\
HU RK/NHYERPLQ J 19 UN PS KQDG QM H \AG

371V WR X JREW HK Q JBDVZ R X J K\P @ DQK OGK B HZRN 8
\RG RMR R %X BK B, U BBG\RW A W HDDP LW LQWR H DD GLY
K R P L] K\VZD/W AMIR UG GHD JRIGUAK B\VY , DORWK W V/Z D/ |
WP HRWUN H: K HHR M, GQJ )OVS HMD GSHX QRW VDD &Y DD G |
RKVHR 8 W Y R XSJR D) MONMM HX GR YXGQ RMIFK W1 X OKX QOW! |
PRUR Z DD GRL DD \ZR >GEDY B NX @0 G R @ \ R P X VE NG
\RG D ZK @\ R XHD K DRVMOWILHE XYW HZ HY Q DD @FN S R-DF
2 GERBQ VW D/E XB\G XOQH DP R WOQ G HMHD Vi YGHIR/ OF XWR |
\K R GKDY NHQW A \H] HMDD GZ DIR ZIWIQW HUHD | R MY HJIW K
D/IWZ HH\DY BR QHD VUR PKHDY B DQ GOW HZK ®IZDV, @X J IQLIC
P\ \®GHY HK HRQ RR D WR \FH WH \R K BBOGRLY B DD
J AW 1Q F R GK H HVW DA H Z D/ FR GOWIR GWK HP HDQ W\R 1+ LV
FUDX BVE H-LVIQWK D VB\W DY Q R W \@H $KKRXBSKE
W HPDMWU\S B <R XZ1@Q ROHE\R G RN HX @UD & XAD K IR UM
Q RMIDR QR X\B XI8 UMMR W2 Q\CP DN HDOWMBIG DN QM R Q\OK |
QMBMWDME G DN QM P LQ GDQ GHDH ZIW W IV ,WZ LAE HX ILAHD '
7K HZLGWHW B/ \S R NBBHD 2 E HQ 1J Q RQMNV W H Z LG D) P
DD G LW W HIDID R M HLLXYK B R R M DG DI QA R XK TDVHW A
JRPDGZIW IHU DQ GM HZ LN R XUHDQ ®IN HR X BDV * R\R
W\WXPSKQRZ % VWHPHEHDK JRREH) G, IPSRM W H



UPHPE HP\ \X S BTIR QIQ @& RK HE IBVHG\X QQ K XW) R B\ \IN
W\ WHUHD G -

 FKRBRXWPHZRGWR X JK JH IQ ®MHY D/PX R D/\R
\D , ZR )GOS HW MX QIR K B<\W HDGWH H/S OGP HE ENZ W \X R
G H5 DD GR YOLU DAY G W I K B Q RW/HK BYWR WIDK R KV J R R
K BWG R RR QMKGOXQE P GOARHR P GDW
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with such deep and loving gratitude that I had not the heart to tell him
his good-hearted foolishness had ruined me and sent me to my death.

As the soldiers assisted me across the court
the stillness was so profound that if I had been
blindfold I should have sup-

posed I was in a soli-
tude instead of walled
in by four thousand people.,
There was not a movement
perceptible in those masses
of humanity; they were as
rigid as stone images, and
as pale; and dread sat upon
§ - cvery countenance. This
= o X hush continu-

===, ed while I was

““I'" WAS A NOELE EFFECT."

being chained to the stake; it still continued while the fagots were
carcfully and tediously piled about my ankles, my knees, my thighs,



$V W HVR GHLY DMMMS P H DALR V W HFR YA HVIMID W ZDV \R
SRR X QDL , KBE HDEIQ RB, \K RZ OB HX S SHBVZD/IQL
\RIZY G K)WOG R 1ZDWBG IQE \ IR XM R BQ/G R SHO7K HHZD/ Q RB
PR YPHD W HA5 I IDLOW RAP DAH/R K X BQW W HZHHD/ W GDv
VR QIR D i DQ B&VS DI DD GGHIG\VDAX SRHDH FR X EIBR A 7K Y
K XQFRQIY XGZ K ®f, ZDVE H) JFK [ &R W RAEN HMMMDFR QNG
ZK @1\ HD) RWEZ HH FOUH X @ DQ GMGR XS GG LE R PWDQ MOP\
N QH¥P\ WLK\P\ ER GTK BW HHZD/DS B M DD ®G H5 HK XKL
SRAED DD @ PDQ N QMG RZDAP\ [HHAZLW D EDLQ IR K W |
P XWX G WO 6IRYOG J DO JDD G DM M KOM R PW HIVFDN
ZIW R OND RZIWW HPR Q MIMVHG KV K D GDE R YA K BG DQ &K\
H H/\R WG \W HE XORN \ D) G R AHZR G W/ DAD LOW VDAY G
K M6 R QER @QGR COMMBIZK G DQ G BVIR S S HZDWGS\ERR W b-
PRAQWWB RRES NS KHZD/ WD ®UW HH SWILHG : W C
FRPR QP S XAW HP X X G BR MVAR 20 X T GHILHG LORWK N\ |
IR@ ZGW HUH B/ D/\X HDVJ X QW HHZDVP\ HRQS ME BID @L) 7K |
QHZH) WRID MW R X JK YHQV, ZDVDQHE PDQ 7K HIP R IEDN
\S HIG\V®R D LORW NX VGWN P\ K BVWE BAK L KD & LK BIDD G
\W HDAHP E D HDQ G HB LAWAKELHG LORWAK BN \ PRIR QW , N (ZHK T
W LI DHZR >XGB MM Q BX S FP®I Q HNV: K BIWZD/ , ZDVUHG \ , ZDv
LOR QR HP RWA) DD GMYY OH HY HWK N ZLW P\ DP WHRK B X ¢
S ROLY MR W HX Q ,\WZDV D Q RIEEKIHAW <R XFR YGOHH W HK X GL
\Z H5 WHP DVAN HDZDY H7ZR\WK R YWD R X R/QAGR MX & QM HK HY
R IWHRAY

3$S S AWHR/EK”
3, RBG W

7K HR QAD/IWR PO HMO) W HRKMHIUR PW HN@Q J O HIOQWRIMSIUR F
KY SB+¥WR S GWHREK RMD MG GH WG

36\ ZK HH\R>OH ,1 DQ \POQPRYWHHY BW HNQ J2EIR M, JIY |
KP GDYH, ZLWEDWKE ZLK W X QUG,HZIMFR QO\H KB ZIW
@ KQQ J V



7K HP XQMX G YOO NP HN\OLQRWY HUVFDN DQ G ZD/ M VIH S RAD .
W H ZR G0 0 HIQ K M\BMSDPR D W \ZR DQ G ZDVR G Q \ID !
Q HGHY G XQIW DOMB ZK® 7K BK HWDAMGRZ QG \RRNJRF
EDN RUNQ@H ZD/ PDMMJR WHEX BR Q Q RRZAHNQ.J DG

SUHP HAIX QDUMU BQ GMD Q RX W HIQW Y S HBR X DM GW
GWDMMJIR@ Z ,WZDV/ US RMBE VR X MK X R XYREAY R >GQ) RIAAC
X QR X OWH) KWXIQ¥WHPR R Z E X'W

3<R X DWWV WQ N WHHE RMPD KDHEHMD @Y WD \DMAH -~

7K D/POG HY PP HONHHW X SHZ VB SIA0 ] R BN HZKHH Q!
W HN Q Z DVDADGGZ W DWRP R NX S BIIR QW B/ PLJ K BHE R X .
R DADQ \S 1BH DQ GK HDDP LW B HG 7K HNQ ZDVHY VR FR F5\C
+H G

31 0P HDQ WMPV U HHD GIU HY B\RW HK Y Q R IP\ NQ J G REPX
E QWK KA BOP LW § H WHX G

0\ IRMQHED/PIGH, ZR)GHK B HEN BKP X SQDPLQ XVE X \
FR >GODVWR SQDAAS M WHRIQ J ¥ R XRAW/HT XBR Q R 6ON 8 LR\
R FQVH R HNQJ DG

3+RZR QJAOKRZR Q IR RWBJ %H PHAIX OR R NWJ B 2K
GOIH RADW\ RAFQW@BNHKRRBQJ"

31RVRQJ DD KRXDEHD) KRXU

7K FHZHHDWR XOP G I MF S RMWV E X VR XGODWK RMD X 90 \
IR UR >GOWIHP HP E UK R ZR QDR BUHIS MW , ZDVIQDS X B
FROQWRIOD \D DQ GABWWQ N6R MK Q ZD/ZWR QLE R XN
HFOS M DQ G HCAAZ DVY B X QRWEQ J, 1 W VYZ DWQ WK HR Q,HZ DV
KRZD/, R \WDZK W HW Y ZDV W W[ W FHQX\W R W KW JE X B
GHMIP" ' HHUPH LU , RXGR Q SR Y MZ D/\W HDAJ +HHZDvDJ OC
QHKRSH WHRYD/W KT¥E R XKN\NG ™ DD G Y ZD/\X KD W |

W IWZD QWA FM[ W AFHOXW  , UK B IR Wi HP R QWMBHY HLC
FR QOWVHIE B fIAWP HQ WR GVNDB R LZK IMG\DR W/HPR (X\WZDV

+0Q KB K NOGIZ D/W REHQ\WLLWY WP 0G 1P HW QFR GWRK BL
KR , EBJEKE QRRPIN HIQ \P IMEN HIE R YWE XKMZ DV\VX H K |
N @HWZD/WH W 6R W IMHDK HK EGEE R K G E FMVB W Q J
DD 7KMPHR MW HGDZD/W KW W HFIS M , K B\HDQW DIR
P\ \HD LOW HE BID @LIE \W HGIDW BZD/Q BUE\ <H/, ZD/1Q. 1O.
$ WM XMWR YW0 G PL] K W ZHDPIN HVHPR WR XRAWY, IR GO



7K HG DN QMZD/ WIGR JB ZQ JW HS R SHE FRRQ JPRMH DY
PRHGMHMG QRWMG

3, KDY HHOPMS 6. 1QJ )R WD OMR Q, ZI@BIWK Y G DN QW
SR ARG DD GS HIGQLK MPWHZR @ E XXK W H, ERW XW/HX QR
J R R WAR HIMWAK CDUAMZ W\ R X 7K MHOUHW HMPV R ZLW <R |
\K U DON@Q R YUBD R XGRIPR Q BD GHHY HIOW H @ /DY |
KR QRMID/E BR Q IR WHNQ KA EXVWR XK D5 SRIPH \R X
S k5 W DPLOVMJ @) G[ HIX W H ©Q G YJHPH R P\ WAY BV R QSWBIFD
R NX R CRX DIQ BDHR IUHY BX HR YUED GE R YAN'S BHD TP R X QWY
PD \X AHGLORIDAD JR W FABM | , FODWIDY HR QK Y, \K IR VIDWN
DD\ E R &\ J¥PH DOW \, WD CRR\J”

7K HHZD/DS R G R XWR DR 05 OM DD R XRMWW HP LG WR IWK |
NQ JAY RLBM BIQ J

3$ZD ZINKVE R Q GQGHAKR 1UH DD & KPP KRB HKLKDD
@ ZUK DY G R UR W HVE FR FHWW HN Q JAL) K WD QVFR KB Z L\
S REJDD GX MRW DD &K Y VDALY X S RIDHK L K\VKWAKS R W HK R Q
1R ZZHB XD WYRHSQ QLK B0 & 1) IK HY) K B) GK HJD) D
W DDWHR G B BV WH'

X WXAG

37K BDFR PR @ QWK R&BI\K BHGE RHW HZR@ VQ KW J
E XIMZHHG\K R Q\R W HNQ 11 DO \W DMWY K VP LQWMIQ B B\K R ®
Q ROBRVHHK P G @Y HHSIWR PKYAK BH 1, PLI K BNW DP\ F®R KW
E HERJX J O\BD 2

37K HOHQ RAMHN W HNQ E R NI ) HRK UDP HQ W IDD W H\R W
FR KVHKR. ON FDSIQ R’

0\ IGBZRNB , ZDQKB\RN H5 W Q J BV W H Z HH\WDW HFIS M
ZD/\R B RKWEZ VHW H ZR YGE HU 1Q 1) IQWR J P H\R GNP LW\ |
G DI QM D R IFR XM, FR XGIME RW 6H) ®LIR W HFR KW J D €
\RHG @ EX@QRHYR X J6R, K BVRPIN HIQ RK\WH FX M , \OGLY
ZR>GE HE X @XM DDLU W HNQ MK REEX R J KV PLQ G0 GI5 B WR
\R FHH WD W IZK DK KK BG R KX Q GHHAWP H) WK HHR M, ZR )GV
W HEDN QM B ZDZK @ DD @ DAW HHD ® IDUDR EIWMP H\W HNQ .
K BN B WP LQGW NP H W HE DN QMK R GEOHEP DWWHG 1 HW KW |
NQ JO RID \ E R BYH Z DV \DALHG Z WY W BOUDD JAHD VE X WK B \R
IMEN RVP S RIW
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clothes gained some delay, but not enough. So I had to make
another excuse. I said it would be but natural if the king should
change his mind and repent to some extent of what he had done
under excitement; therefore I would let the darkness grow a while,
and if at the end of a reasonable time the king had kept his mind the
same, the darkness should be dismissed. Neither the king nor any-
body else was satisfied with that arrange-
ment, but I had to stick to my point.

It grew darker and darker and blacker
and blacker, while I struggled with those
awkward sixth-century clothes. It got to
be pitch dark, at last, and the multitude
groaned with horror to feel the cold uncan-

e
“ SMOTHERED WITH BLESSINGS."

ny night breezes fan through the place and see the stars come out
and twinkle in the sky. At last the eclipse was total, and I was
very glad of it, but everybody else was in misery; which was quite
natural. T said;



M GDIHDQ G5 HDQ GE BN HIQ E N H ZK®, WK J HE
Z W W RAZZ N DG M W QXY FRMWM W RWE HS WK G TN DADWA
DD G HP XX G BIBR D € ZIW K RRIUR |HOW HRO®X @B Q Q1K
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CHAPTER VIL

MERLIN'S TOWER.

NASMUCH as I was now the second person-
age in the Kingdom, as far as political power

and authority were concerned, much was

made of me. My raiment was of silks and

. !
L'_ ' I“f’ﬁ“f”;" / velvets and cloth of gold, and by conse-
5 : F:n'

i

: .\ quence was very showy, also uncomfortable.
) TR e i - -
\\M\ h\“\l S // ;" But habit would soon reconcile me to my

Kol sk | =
\\‘\\‘\ k.:'.{ 1\1",1 clothes; I was aware of that. I was given
A W . . .
ﬁq;h‘\\;\\:\g\\_;-_‘ﬂ.ﬁ.w, ;é * the choicest suite of apartments in the cas-
< Q{k\\ iyl {;f"f ‘~tle, after the king’s. They were aglow with
—\N: oy '.“\ 2 -
B AN Vild ;/// loud-colored silken hangings, but the stone
TR ; f;,/:’:;_”;_' floors had nothing but rushes on them for a

carpet, and they were misfit rushes at that,
being not all of one breed. As for conven-
iences, properly speaking, there weren't any.
I mean Zitle conveniences; it is the little
conveniences that make the real comfort of
life. The big oaken chairs, graced with rude

;:EF' carvings, were well enough, but that was the
W e .. stopping-place. There was no soap, no

1 i 3% s
fﬁ W ’:;ff " matches, no looking-glass—except a metal

one, about as powerful as a pail of water. And not a chromo. 1
had been used to chromos for years, and I saw now that without my

suspecting it a passion for art had got worked into the fabric of my
: 5
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W A IR DFOLS WDQ G HZHHP IMIWX K MDA I/E KD 1) RDER IR C
EHG $VIR BRO YGHD B/ SR 96 \S ENQ JW HHZHIQWID \ |, PHIG
QMBIFR © BHD R/ WV HDAMBIFR Q ®HD FVW P DN R HIDOFR PR\
RIQH 7KHELRRABKDLY JOAHG ZIW X G ALY Q J\ZHH ZHT
HD R X ERXW/DZD/W HAR SQ ISBH 7K HHZDVQ RR B (RPDRK M
Q RBR NLI OA2 H [ A5 P HECR Q EE R OW8 RIIX OVDSICR Z DMJ
$Q ® RWKR R , KBE HQX MS\RFK R R VR WHLY DD G M¥ QR
W BZ W R PW \X 8 R JWD S BMR QR WK B J R IR NHG LORVK |
ICElF RP\ EIBJ Q5 DZEMR A DSW\R PH
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being, and was become a part of me. It made me homesick to look
around over this proud and gaudy but heartless barrenness and remem-
ber that in our house in East Hartford, all unpretending as it was, you

“THERE WAS NO SOAP, NO MATCHES,
NO LOOKING-GLASS.”

REsL : i :
coultn't go into a room but you would find an insurance-chromo, or at
least a three-color God-Bless-Our-Home over the door; and in the

parlor we had nine. But here, even in my grand room of state, there
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V]HR IDE B T ®\ZK K ZD/HW HZR YR I QMG WK BG ) 6S Hy
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7K HHZDQWHY BDE R D\S ENQ WX E KD\W HDM®! , K BDJ WDy
P DD \\HY RWDQ GX R BZHHR @G X \R @G LQ W HIQAMR R PDQ
ZK B, ZDOWBRY IR M A , K B\RJ ROQ GDWR P 7K HHZD/Q R ¥
W HH ZHH Q RDQ GMODE R QHGK K D IXOR IE RBOQ KR XHE XM
ZIW DEDLQ I 1R I JQ MZDV/ W HKQ W BS R G MFZK BZDv
U DG ED/Q KV &R R W MHK X QDR QW HZ DIV D) ® R GLHG W |
G DI MUWMR QCHWG RZHD R K IR PN HWG\P DO 1 \ R XZHD \R X Ik
QLK WR X\HLY DWAUIHG\R K M 7K FHZHHQ ER R S B \5 B HR
1O NDQ @ R OWLOW HR SQ JW HE BHY B\RE HZ1Q G R 2\ D QM
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X LKEWG MDY GZ LW Q RR BV E X\ IHP RHR BW \P H DQR DY
DD @Al , ZODNB \R PON HOH EBIE®, PX WG RV K HGG 2 10 YH
FR QIWHFU-DM UR UHW Q J WHAE DQDD &K D GRZRN DD Gl H5
WH EXV HD K\DZD/D P @H
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