S TONGING FPOR THE POREK-
PIES."?
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CHAPTER IIIL
TOM’S MEETING WITH THE PRINCE.

Tom got up hungry, and sauntered hungry away, but with his
thoughts busy with the shadowy splendors of his night’s dreams. He
wandered here and
there in the ecity,
hardly noticing

where he was go-
ing, or what was
happening around
him. People jos-
tled him, and sﬁine_
gave him rough
speech ; but it was
all Jost on the
i musing boy. By
= %) and by he found
himself at Temple Bar, the
farthest from home he had
ever travelled in that direction. He
stopped and considered a moment, then

{ fell into his imaginings again, and passed
2! on outside the walls of London. The
' Strand had ceased to be a country-road
AT TEMPLE BAR. then, and regarded itself as a street, but
37
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fastened with a great sparkling gem. Several gorgeous gentlemen

stood near, — his servants, without a doubt. Oh! he was a prince—a

prince, a living prince, a real prince — without the shadow of a ques-

tion; and the prayer of the pauper-boy’s heart was answered at last.
Tom’s breath came quick and short with ex-

citement, and his eyes grew big with wonder

and delight. Every thing gave way in
his mind instantly to one desire: that
was to get close to the prince, and
have a good, devouring look at him.
Before he knew I

what he was about,
he had his face °
against the gate-
bars. The next
instant one of the
soldiers snatched
him rudely away,
and sent him spin-
ning among the
gaping crowd of
country gawks
and London idlers.

The soldier said, —
“Mind thy"
manners, thoun
young beggar!”
The crowd
jeered and
laughed ; but the 20, ancnv
young prince sprang to the gate with his face flushed, and his eyes
flashing with indignation, and eried out, —
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neither these nor any tongues else, I think, are hard to the Lady Eliza-
beth and my cousin. Thou shouldst hear those
damsels at it! But tell me of thy Offal
Court. Hast thou a pleasant life there?”

“In truth, yes, so please you, sir,
save when one is hungry. There be
Punch-and-Judy shows, and mon-

keys, — oh, such antic creatures!
and so bravely dressed!—and
there be plays wherein they that

play do shout and fight till all are slain,
=, and ’tis so fine to see, and costeth but a
-5 farthing —albeit 'tis main hard to get the
farthing, please your worship.”

“ Tell me more.”
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S “] am the Prince of Wales, my person is
sacred ; and thou shalt hang for laying thy
hand upon me ! ”

The soldier brought his halberd
to a present-arms and said mock-
ingly, —

“] salute your gracious High-
ness.” Then angrily, « Be off, thou

crazy rubbish!”™

Here the jeering crowd closed
around the poor little prince, and
hustled him far down the road, hoot-
ing him, and shouting, * Way for his
royal Highness! way for the Prince of
Wales ! ”

|
]
i ) “I SALUTE YOUR GRACIOUS HIGHNEsSS!Y
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CHAPTER V.

TOM AS A PATRICIAN.

Toym CANTY, left alone in the prince’s cabinet, made good use of

his opportunity., He turned
himself this way and that be-
fore the great mirror, admiring
his finery; then walked away,
imitating the prince's high-bred
carriage, and still observing re-
sults in the glass. Next he
drew the beautiful sword, and
bowed, kissing the blade, and
laying it across his breast, as
he had seen a noble knight do,
by way of salute to the lieu-
tenant of the Tower, five or
six weeks before, when deliv-
ering the great lords of Norfolk
and Surrey into his hands for
captivity. Tom played with
the jewelled dagger that hung
upon his thigh; he examined
the costly and exquisite orna-

ments of the room; he tried

“ NEXT HE DREW THE SWORD.,”

each of the sumptuous chairs, and thought how proud he would be il
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At the end of half an hour it suddenly occurred to him that the
prince was gone a long time; then right away he began to feel lonely ;

H'REROLVED TO FLY.”

very soon he fell to listening and longing,
and ceased to toy with the prefty things
about him; he grew uneasy, then rest-
less, then distressed. Suppose some one i
should ecome, and ecatch him in the Gl

prince’s clothes, and the prince not there to explain. Might they
not hang him gt once, and inquire into his case afterward? He had
heard that the great were prompt about small matters, His fears rose
higher and higher; and trembling he softly opened the door to the
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« Oh, they mock at me! They will go and tell. Oh! why came
I here to cast away my life?”

He walked up and down the floor,
filled with nameless fears, listening, start-

ing at every trifling sound. Presently ';';i;.|l_-;,’. {fe/
the door swung open, and a silken page s | |
said, —

“The Lady Jane Grey.”

“THE BOY WAS ON HIS KNEES.”
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Presently Tom found himself in a noble apartment |
of the palace, and heard the door close behind him.
Around him stood those who

had come with him.

HEREAT NOBLES WALKED UPON BACH 8IDE OF HIM.™

Before him., at a little distance, reclined a
very large and very fat man, with a wide,
pulpy face, and a stern expression. His large
head was very gray; and his whiskers, which he wore only around
his face, like a frame., were gray also. His clothing was of rich stuff,
but old, and slightly frayed in places. One of his swollen legs had
a pillow under it, and was wrapped in bandages. There was silence
now: and there was no head there but was bent in reverence,
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*“HE DROPPED UPON HIS KNEES.,”
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two lords in waiting, and exclaimed, * Thou heard’st it! I am not
to die: the King hath said it!” There was no movement, save that
all bowed with grave respect; but no one 1

spoke. He hesitated, a little confused. then ' |
turned timidly toward the King, saying, L

“I may go now?”

i = .
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“HE TURNED WITH JOYFUL FACE."”
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Then he asked Tom a ques-
tion in Latin, and Tom answered him lamely
in the same tongue. The King was delighted,

and showed it. The lords and doctors manifested their gratification
algo. The King said, —
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One of the nobles knelt at the royal couch, and said, —

«The King’s majesty knoweth that the Hereditary Great Marshal
of England lieth attainted in the Tower. It were not meet that one
attainted " —

“Peace! Insult .

not mine ears with - .=
his hated name. Is
this man to live forever? Am I to be balked of my will? Is the
prince to tarry uninstalled, because, forsooth, the realm Jacketh an
earl marshal free of treasonable taint to invest him with his honors?
No, by the splendor of God! Warn my parliament to bring me
Norfolk’s doom before the sun rise again, else shall they answer for it
grievously ! "1

Lord Hertford said, —

«The King's will is law;” and, rising, returned to his former
place.

1 See Note 3, at end of the volume.
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68 TOM AS A PATRICIAN.

Gradually the wrath faded out of the old King’s face, and he
said, —
«Kiss me, my prince. There . . . what fearest thou? Am I not

thy loving father?”
“Thou art good to me that ¢
am unworthy, O mighty and -

gracious lord: that in truth

18 THIS MAN TO LIVE FOREVER?"
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